Questions for “Sonnet 130” by William Shakespeare 
1. Why do you think the speaker chooses to catalog his mistress’s shortcomings?
2. Explain the turn the sonnet takes in the final couplet. How do these lines invite readers to reassess the first twelve lines?
3. How would you describe the tone in the first twelve lines? How does the tone shift in the final couplet? What resources of language does the author use to create this contrast in tone? 
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